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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment filed June 8, 2006 has been entered. Claims 12 and 29 are 
canceled. Claims 31 and 32 are added. Claims 1-11, 13-28, and 30-32 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 8-10, 14, 16-19, 21, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Lange US 4,593,841 in view of Adler US 6,062,648. 

Lange discloses a multiple-use cover and carrier. See Figures 1 and 2. The 
multiple-use bag-like cover and carrier has a travel tote configuration with a backpack 
mode and a luggage mode as alternatives, and has a sun shade configuration when 
placed in front of an object to block the sun. See Figures 7-9. The multiple-use cover 
and carrier includes a bag like carrier 36 made of a flexible fabric sheet material that 
has an interior surface and an exterior surface, wherein an interior compartment is 
defined that is large enough for large objects including a child safety car seat. See 
column 3, lines 51-53, and Figures 1, 2, and 7-9, and note the size of the bag relative to 
the adult male human in Figures 7-9. The compartment has an opening comprising a 
fastener 41 , which allows the opening to be repeatedly opened and closed. See Figure 
1 . At least one backpack strap 51 is attached to the bag-like carrier generally on the 
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exterior surface for use in the travel tote configuration backpack mode. See Figures 2 
and 8. At least one wheel 21 projects outwardly from the exterior surface at a lower end 
of the bag-like carrier for use in the travel tote configuration luggage mode. See Figures 
2 and 7. 

A relatively rigid base 14 is disposed at said lower end of the bag-like carrier, to 
which base the at least one wheel 21 is attached via a wheel bracket 19. See Figure 2. 
An object, such as a child safety car seat, may rest upon the base, particularly during 
luggage transport mode. See Figure 7. The flexible fabric, due to its flexibility, can be 
wrapped around the base to form a compact package for storage. The bag-like carrier, 
due to the flexibility of the fabric, is capable of being turned inside-out through the 
opening, with the interior surface generally exposed, and be used in the sun shade 
configuration when turned inside out as a protective cover for an object, such as a child 
safety car seat. 

The at least one backpack strap 51 is releasably attached and a stowage 
compartment 42 is available for the backpack strap. See Figure 2. A handle 53 is 
provided at an upper end of the bag-like carrier for use in the luggage mode. See 
Figure 1 . The fastener for the interior compartment opening comprises a zipper. See 
column 3, lines 55-56. 

Although the bag-like carrier of Lange may be used in combination with a child 
safety car seat, Lange does not disclose that the bag-like carrier is provided in 
combination with a child safety car seat. However, Adler, teaches the desirability of 
storing and transporting a seat within a bag. See column 5, lines 57-58. From the 
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teachings of Adler, storing or transporting a seat, including a child safety car seat, within 
the bag-like carrier of Lange would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made. This would provide a system in which the child 
safety car seat may be stored and carried conveniently. 

Claims 1,2, 5-10, 14, 18-21, 23, 24, 26, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Dunn US 5,265,894 in view of Adler US 6,062,648. 

Dunn discloses a multiple-use cover and carrier 11. See Figures 1-4. The 
multiple-use cover and carrier has a travel tote configuration with a backpack mode and 
a luggage mode as alternatives, and has a sun shade configuration when placed in front 
of an object to block the sun. See Figures 1 and 6. The multiple-use cover and carrier 
includes a bag like carrier 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 made of a flexible fabric sheet material that 
has an interior surface and an exterior surface, wherein an interior compartment is 
defined that is large enough for large objects including a child safety car seat. See 
Figures 1-4 and note the size of the bag-like carrier relative to contained golf bag. The 
compartment has an opening comprising a fastener 20, which allows the opening to be 
repeatedly opened and closed. See figure 2. At least one backpack strap 25 attached 
to the bag-like carrier generally on the exterior surface for use in the travel tote 
configuration backpack mode. See Figure 1. At least one wheel 32 projects outwardly 
from the exterior surface at a lower end of the bag-like carrier for use in the travel tote 
configuration luggage mode. See Figure 3. 
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A relatively rigid base 17 is disposed at said lower end of the bag-like carrier, to 
which base the at least one wheel 32 is attached via a wheel bracket. See Figure 3 and 
column 2, lines 26-27. An object, such as a child safety car seat, may rest upon the 
base, particularly during luggage transport mode. See Figures 3 and 6. The flexible 
fabric, due to its flexibility, can be wrapped around the base to form a compact package 
for storage. See Figure 5. The bag-like carrier is capable of being turned inside-out 
through the opening, with the interior surface generally exposed, and be used in the sun 
shade configuration when turned inside out as a protective cover for an object, such as 
a child safety car seat. 

A handle 27 is provided at an upper end of the bag-like carrier for use in the 
luggage mode. See Figure 1. The fabric portions 12, 13, 14, 15 of the bag form a 
pocket, located generally on the inside of the bag-like carrier, within which the base 17 
is secured. See Figure 3. The fastener 20 for the interior compartment opening 
comprises a zipper. See column 2, lines 28-31 . 

Although the bag-like carrier of Dunn may be used in combination with a child 
safety car seat, Dunn does not disclose that the bag-like carrier is provided in 
combination with a child safety car seat. However, Adler, teaches the desirability of 
storing and transporting a seat within a bag. See column 5, lines 57-58. From the 
teachings of Adler, storing or transporting a seat, including a child safety car seat, within 
the bag-like carrier of Dunn would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made. This would provide a system in which the child safety 
car seat may be stored and carried conveniently. 
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Claims 1 1, 25 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lange US 4,593,841 in view of Adler US 6,062,648 as applied to claims 9 and 26 
and further in view of Rosen US 5,549,354. 

Lange does not disclose that a portion of the interior surface comprises a 
reflective material. However, Rosen teaches the desirability of providing a portion of a 
fabric that covers objects with a reflective material in order to minimize heat build up in 
the covered object. See column 3, lines 19-24, 31-37, and 41-48. From the teachings 
of Rosen, providing a portion of the interior surface of Lange with reflective material 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made. This would minimize heat build up within the carrier so the interior is not 
excessively hot when placing objects in the carrier. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 13, 15, 22, and 30-32 are allowed. The prior art does not disclose, teach 
or suggest an interior surface of a cover and carrier that is hemmed by an elastic band, 
or providing the zipper with a pull that is reversible such that it is accessible both when 
the multiple-use cover and carrier is in its travel tote configuration with the exterior 
surface facing outward and when the multiple-use cover and carrier is turned inside out 
in its sun shade configuration. These features, in combination with the further 
limitations of the claims, distinguish the claimed invention over the prior art. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection in view of Boone have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, new grounds of rejection are made in view of 
Adler. 

Conclusion 

Since the new terms of rejection for claims 23-25 were not necessitated by the 
amendment, this office action is NOT final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Bottorff whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6692. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Christopher Bottorff 



